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From the Dean

I
t is that time again. Although it seems as if we just held 
graduation yesterday with then ABA President-Elect Wm. T. 
(Bill) Robinson III delivering the commencement address, the 
members of the new incoming class are already on campus. By 
the time you read this, they’ll already have begun classes. With 

their arrival and the return of the upper division students, there is a 
definite buzz in the building. An exciting buzz at that! We are looking 
forward to a truly exciting year! 

The members of the incoming class are an immensely talented and diverse group of students. 
Some are fresh out of undergraduate school; others are launching their second career. Among the 
many things they share in common, however, is their desire to join the legal profession as one of 
the many proud Chase alumni. 

The new students are joined by new faculty members. We are proud to add Professors Jon Garon, 
Eric Alden, Amy Halbrook, Jack Harrison and David Singleton to our team. They will bring fresh 
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Not only that, but experimental data from 
machines in laboratories around the world 
are integrated, automatically analyzed, and 
stored to be retrieved anywhere on the globe. 
“Legal firms with these companies as clients 
have to be just as sophisticated,” Perry says.

Technology and 
Electronic Medical 
Records
As partner-in-charge of the Cincinnati office 
of the law firm Dressman, Benzinger and 
LaVelle and as head of the firm’s technology 
law practice group, Alan J. Hartman ’78 says 
that the bulk of his practice since 1983 has 
been focused on meeting the legal nes 
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About the Director
Jon M. Garon is a nationally recognized 
authority on intellectual property, 
particularly copyright law, entertainment 
practice, cyberspace, and entrepreneurship 
in the creative industries. His passion for 
informatics and how the law intersects with 
technology makes him an ideal choice for 
serving as director of the institute.

After NKU Chase dean Dennis Honabach 
described the development of informatics at 
NKU a few years ago, Garon became 
interested in the university and came to NKU 
to give a series of presentations for Chase 
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Through his firm’s blog, Hartman advises 
healthcare providers that they need to be 
aware of the new regulations that have been 
put in place to protect these medical records.

Informatics in Media 
Law
Another area of the law that has been pro-
foundly impacted by technology is media law.

Jill P. Meyer ’96, who is member-in-charge of 
the Cincinnati office of Frost Brown Todd and 
oversees the firm’s advertising practice, has 
extensive experience in the areas of advertis-
ing law, intellectual property law, media and 
First Amendment law, and interactive media 
and Internet law. She describes a time before 
the Internet when the practice was divided 
into two distinct areas: media practice, which 
represented media companies, publishers, 
television stations, authors, or anyone pub-
lishing content, and advertising practice, 
which focused on issues like truth in advertis-
ing, claim substantiation, and copyright and 
trademark issues. The media publishing side 
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tor and you publish it, and the subject wants 
to sue for defamation, the publisher is a 
rightful defendant to that lawsuit, even 
though it was written by a third party,” Mey-
er says. “Take the exact same scenario on-
line, or via Twitter feeds, when an article is 
written and, instead of writing a letter to the 
editor, I jump online and fire off my thoughts 
about the person who is the subject. Now the 
medium is not a defendant.”

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act is an-
other law that was created to address new is-
sues with online content. It provides protec-
tion to those hosting an online site that 
allows people to upload content so that if 
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tion before taking adverse action if the FCRA 
is implicated.”

The Stored Communications Act also for-
bids obtaining passwords to access private 
social networking sites without consent.

In some cases, comments employees make 
on their social networking sites can get them 
into trouble with their employers, sometimes 
leading to an employee’s termination.

Recently, the National Labor Relations Board 
has filed unfair labor practice complaints 
when employees are seemingly fired because 
of what they say on sites like Facebook. 

Under the National Labor Relations Act, 
what employees say on these sites or in a blog 
may be a protected activity if, Lewis says, 
other employees participate and discuss 
terms and conditions of employment.

In addition to the four main situations where 
social media affect the workplace, trade se-
crets have also become an issue. With more 
than 100 million members on professional 
social networking site LinkedIn alone, pro-
fessional contacts are established and main-
tained online, making it difficult for compa-
nies to establish their customer lists as trade 
secrets. Without policies in place, disgrun-
tled employees can walk off with a list of the 
company’s clients because they are connect-
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Daniel P. Mecklenborg ’81
Transactional Law Practice Center’s Distinguished Practitioner in Residence

hen Chase alumnus Daniel 
Mecklenborg ’81 delivered a 
presentation to Chase faculty 
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Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson III
Then President-Elect of the American Bar Association

W m. T. (Bill) Robinson III received 
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JON M. GARON joins the Chase faculty as 
professor of law and director of the NKU Chase 
Law & Informatics Institute. He is an attorney 
and professor of informatics, entertainment, 
intellectual property and business law. (See 
page 10 for additional information about his 
role as founding director of the Law & 

Informatics Institute.) Garon emphasizes the importance of an 
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Birmingham, Alabama law firm.  He has also taught economic 
policy on the doctoral level.  In addition to teaching, he has served 
as the dean and associate dean at three different law schools – two 
of which he was instrumental  in leading to ABA and AALS 
approval.  He earned his bachelor’s degree in economics and 
political science from Mississippi State University and J.D. and 
LL.M degrees from the University of Mississippi.  He is a prolific 
author on water right issues and has been the recipient of two 
major U.S. government research grants funded through the 
National Water Resources Research Institute and has helped write 
Alabama’s conservation and natural resource laws.  Putt has two 
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Professors David Elder and Lowell Schechter Retire 

DAVID A. ELDER For 31 years, Professor David Elder has been inspiring classes of future attorneys at Chase 
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The College of Law has established the 
NKU Chase Children’s Law Clinic, a 
partnership between the law school and the 
Children’s Law Center in Covington, Kentucky. 
The Clinic is the brainchild of alumna Kim 
Brooks Tandy ’89, Director of the Children’s 
Law Center, and Professor Emeritus Lowell 
Schechter. The Clinic will be housed in the 
Lowell Schechter Student Learning Center, a 
newly-renovated and fully-equipped 3000+ 
feet clinic space on the third floor of the 
Children’s Law Center.

Professor Amy Halbrook will direct the 
Clinic. Professor Halbrook joins the law 
school after completing clinical teaching 
fellowships in the Children and Family Justice 
Center at Northwestern University School of 
Law and the Loyola University Chicago Civitas 
Child Law Clinic. “I hope to empower Chase 
students to become compassionate, 
dedicated lawyers for children and youth,” 
says Halbrook.

Clinic students will receive specialized 
instruction and training in child and family law 
and advocacy, with a focus on abuse and 
neglect, family law, juvenile justice, education, 
professional responsibility and advocacy 
techniques. Under close supervision, students 
will then provide high-quality legal 
representation to child clients in child 
protection, high-conflict custody, school, and 
other matters. In addition to their litigation 
duties, students may participate in research, 
policy development and community education 
related to children’s issues. 

“The intensive level of instruction and 
experiential learning these students will 
receive is a welcome addition to our student 
opportunities here, “ Kim Tandy noted. “We’re 
thrilled that Amy will be joining our team and 
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grounds for a new trial. The court in Fumo 
issued a separate order addressing the 
defendant’s request to remove a juror and 
motion for a new trial after juror Eric Wuest 
posted comments about the case on 
Facebook and Twitter. Specifically, juror 
Wuest posted comments about the trial on 
his Facebook and Twitter accounts that were 
picked up by the local media. After reviewing 
the juror’s online comments, the court held 
that the comments were innocuous and 
provided no information about the trial, 
much less his thoughts on the trial, and the 
juror’s statements about the fact of his 
service on jury duty were not prohibited. 
Fortunately, the court in Fumo was able to 
examine the juror’s conduct and decide what 
to do about it before the trial ended.

In some instances, however, juror 
misconduct on the Internet that occurs 
during a trial does lead to a mistrial. In a 
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social media by judicial employees and 
includes sample policy provisions and 
existing policy examples from United States 
district courts. Some of the examples provide 
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Class of 2011 commencement ceremony
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note address.
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“Every writer wants to write the great American novel; that’s the book I’m 
writing now.                                                                                            -RICK ROBINSON

Rick Robinson signs copies of his books for 
Congressman Geoff Davis and Pat Davis.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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Dee Thompson ’87
Thompson Devotes Herself to Service to the Planet and Its People

ALUMNI Sa0732.329cIGHT255 0.89  sc06  sc98 T1_4 1 Tf50.05 Tc 0 05 Tm
614 28.5 Tm
6142 24437 51.838
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to grants from the United States, these 
women were now making food products out 
of grain that they were selling through 
international trade.

“It was the most under- and undeveloped 
civilization I have ever seen, but these people 
were able to be self sufficient, able to have 
businesses and support themselves and feed 
themselves and to educate their children,” 
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Chip Harrod ’84
Harrod Brings Peace and Tolerance to a City of Diversity
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Chip Harrod pauses by The Slave Pen exhibit in Cincinnati’s National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. The Slave Pen, built in the early 1800’s, was 
recovered from a farm in Mason County, KY, less than 60 miles from the Freedom Center. Photo provided by the Cincinnati Enquirer.

responsibilities at the college and loves the 
academic environment, what he is really 
excited about is applying his experiences to 
working with students on civic activism 
projects and providing lectures on social 
justice issues.

“Wilmington College is a Quaker school, 
and one of the testimonies of the Friends 
religion is social justice and peace, so there 
was a really comfortable resonance between 
the leadership of Wilmington and me when 
we had our initial conversations,” Harrod 

says. “I’m not going up there just to raise 
money. I’m going to help actualize its 
mission even more broadly.”

Harrod says his experience at Chase, and 
particularly the concern that the law 
professors had for the welfare of all of the 
students, allowed him to make a difference 
the way he had always hoped to.

“I credit my law school experience as 
giving me a lot of the justice inspiration and 
the thinking disciplines of fairness and 
balance that helped me in my efforts at 

bringing diverse people together to work on 
social problems,” he says. “I’m not sure I 
would have had near the success I have had, 
had it not been for my experience at Chase.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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Perspectives from Washington:
Chase Alumni Introduce Students to the World of D.C. Lawyers
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Janet L. Oliver ’91 talks with Chase students in the House Committee on Small Business Hearing Room in the Cannon House Office Building.

 n a chilly March afternoon in Washington, D.C., a small group of Chase students gathered around William Suter in the U.S. Supreme  
 





44      NKU CHASE  LAWYER

Alumni gatherings
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Dean’s Circle “Evening of Wine Under the Stars”
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The Stanley & Susan Chesley Foundation
Timothy L. Timmel
Turner Construction Company
Vulcan International Corporation
Michael Whiteman & Sarah Henry
LaJuana S. Wilcher
Professor Caryl A. Yzenbaard
Carl W. Zugelter

BARRISTERS 
$500 TO $999
Jerome & Rita Bahlmann
Eliot G. Bastian
Dawn Meyers Blair 
Robert W. Carlisle
Ronald & Vicki Christian
Larry & Martha Deener
Deloitte LLP
Kelly Farrish
Hugh O. Frost
Ralph P. Ginocchio
Ashley & James Gray
Martin J. Huelsmann, Sr.
Michael E. Jones
Professor Emeritus William R. Jones
Stephen F. Koziar, Jr.
Frank H. Mayfield, Jr. 
Robert & Denise McClelland
Barbara B. McFarland
Edward J. McTigue
Henry E. Menninger, Jr.
The Meyers Foundation
Gwendolyn Nalls
James Parsons & M. Gayle Hoffman
Martin S. Pinales
Jim & Melanie Poston
Edwin C. Price 
Price Y CIA Inc.
The Procter & Gamble Company
Reminger Co., LPA
Ridley M. Sandidge, Jr.
Timothy T. Schloss
Julie A. Schoepf
Stephen J. Schuh
Philip J. & Mary Lynn Schworer
The E. W. Scripps Company
Dan & Ginny Shephard
Diane M. St. Onge
Peter J. Strasser & Priscilla S. O’Donnell
David & Nancy Swift
Molly Tami
John & Linda Winkler
Ralph & Cheryl Winkler
Norman E. Zoller

ADVOCATES 
$250 TO $499
Donna S. Bennett
Beth N. Beringhaus
Richard A. Bernat
John D. Bertram
Robert J. Biersner
Deborah L. Billings 
Roger & Deborah Billings
Carol A. Bredemeyer
Kimberly A. Brooks Tandy
William J. Brown
Henry M. Bugay
Butler, Pappas, Weihmuller, Katz, Craig, LLP
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Sean M. Caldwell
John T. Chafin 
Chafin Law Office, PSC
Matthew J. Crehan
Glenn & Heather Denton
Monica L. Dias
Brian & Julie Dunham
Elizabeth S. & John M. Dunn 
Roger L. Duvall
William J. Ennis
Robert V. Evans
George E. Fee IV
Theodore J. Fink
Nancy L. Firak
Fox & Fox Co., LLP
Bernard C. Fox, Jr. 
Robert A. Goering, Sr.
Herbert J. Haas
Walter E. Haggerty
Deidra L. Hair
G. Robert Hines
James D. Holliday
David E. Izor
Justin L. Lawrence, PSC
William H. Kaufman
Lawrence C. Kendrick
Jan Kipp-Kreutzer
Larry E. Kissel
John H. Klette, Jr.
John E. Lange III
Justin & Michelle Lawrence 
Kellie D. Lee
Stephen D. Little
W. Stewart Mathews II
Robin R. McCraw
Bernard L. McKay
Don & Lisa Moore
Douglas R. Murray
John C. Norwine & Perriann T. Allen
Mark C. Patterson
Pierce & Shadoan
Darell R. Pierce 
F. Robert Radel II 
Jeffrey & Patricia Raines
Patrick J. Renn
Richards & Associates Co., L.P.A.
Thomas D. Richards 
Norton B. Roberts
Benjamin D. Rogers
John H. Roszmann
R. Jeffrey Schlosser
StarForce National Corporation
Henry L. & Kathryn K. Stephens, Jr.
Marilee Stephenson
Alan C. Stout
Edwin & Margie Tranter
Joseph C. Whittaker
Jon A. Woodall
Eric W. Young

ASSO
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Gerald & Jacqueline Banks
Heidi B. Banks
Barret, Haynes, May & Carter, PSC
Karen D. Barry 
Lawrence J. Barry
William T. Bartlett
Brenda Beers-Reineke
Jerry & Harriet Belenker
Reverend Milton Berner
Dale H. Bernhard
Bertlesman, Kaufmann, Seidenfaden & Kolentse
James H. Biddle
Robert E. Blank
N. Jeffrey Blankenship
Randy & Kathy Blankenship
Elizabeth M. Blincoe
Billie Brandon & Ron Abrams
Katherine S. Brewin
Stephen & Lea Brinker
Gary & Jacklyn Bryson
R. Stephen Burke
Margaret A. Burks
Randall A. Campbell
Marcus S. Carey
Suzanne Cassidy
Anthony D. Castelli
Elizabeth A. Chandler-Lester
Lindell Choat
Christian R. Harris
Michael A. Clauder
Jennifer J. Clemons
Thomas C. Colvin
Elizabeth Combs Risner
James J. Condit
D. Kendall Cooper
Corning Inc.
Steven M. Crawford
Patrick R. Crilley
Richard A. Cullison
John K. Daggett
Lynne A. Daley
Robert L. Davis
Robert E. Daye
Raymond F. DeBolt, Jr.
Dana E. Deering
William J. Deupree III
Frank M. Diedrichs
James & Stephanie Dietz
Marshall & Tami Dosker
Bruce R. Duggar
John W. Eilers
William R. Erwin
Virginia B. Espohl
Ellen Essig
Bruce & Jamie Favret
Thomas E. Fielder 
Fieldergroup Market Research LLC
John C. Fischer
James G. Fogle
Jan M. Frankel
W. Roger Fry
Diane Gabbard
Floyd & Magda Gammon
Maria C. Garriga
Leonard S. Gartner
Mark & Pamela Gelbert
Norman George
Ann W. Gerwin
Stephen G. Geurin

Maureen E. Gilmore
Samuel P. Givens, Jr.
Michael T. Gmoser
Edward R. Goldman
Ronald J. Goret
John W. Gregg
Gerry & Cynthia Gressel
William D. Griffiths
Simon Groner
Lisa Grosse
Christopher J. Gulinello
Christian R. Harris
Lawrence C. Hawkins, Jr.
Angela L. Hayes
Sheryl E. Heeter
John P. Hehman
Dennis C. Helmer
William F. Hemmert
Bruce M. Heyman
James G. Hodge, Jr.
Robert & Diane Hoffer
Catherine E. Howard
Richard A. Hughes
Peter F. Hunt
Stephen D. Hurt
IBM Corporation
Bert & Joan Imfeld
Louis & Barbara Ireton
William F. Ivers, Jr.
Charles E. Johnson
Michael F. Johnson
Joint Resources Company
Jennifer Jolly-Ryan & Michael R. Ryan
Daniel & Jennifer Jones
J. Gregory Jones
Kevin P. Jones
Ronald M. Kabakoff
Mark G. Kalpakis
David L. Kash
George H. Kearns
Keith & Associates, LLC
Robert F. Keith 
Ann T. Kereiakes
Jim & Mary Kersteiner
Patricia M. King
Mitchell D. Kinner
Katherine A. Knaak
Jay H. Knight
George Kolentse 
Harold G. Korbee
Gary K. Kwasniewski
Carl & Marian La Mantia
Edward C. Lanter
Beatrice V. Larsen
Robert D. Lemmink
Richard F. Lesser
Paul J. Linden
G. Mitchel Lippert
George O. Lopez
James J. Luersen
William T. Lunceford
Thomas L. MacDonald
Macy’s Foundation
Timothy M. Maloney
Alfred J. Mangels
James & Linda Marlow
Martin & West PLLC
James C. Martini
Thomas D. Massie

Randall & Carolyn May 
James J. Mayer
Anne P. McBee
Dennis K. McCarthy
C. Bronston McCord III
Jeffrey A. McCormick
Bruce A. McGary
Julie A. McGhghy
Michael J. McMain
McMurray, Monfort & Luersen 
Todd V. McMurtry
Donna S. & Earl K. Messer
Karen D. Meyers
Richard D. Michels
Clyde & Mary Middleton
David E. Middleton
Brendon D. Miller
Robert G. Miller, Jr.
Matthew E. Mills
Daniel & Janice Mistler
Terrance R. Monnie
F. Hampton & Mary L. Moore
R. Thomas Moorhead
John & Charlotte Morgan
Bradley K. Muller
Robert & Renee Muncy
Kyle D. Murray
Kimberley L. Naber
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Andrea S. Ewan
Donald E. Fannin
Stephen C. Findley
R. Peter Finke
Christopher P. Finney 
Finney, Stagnaro, Saba & Patterson Co., L.P.A
Patricia K. Foley
Philip A. Foster
Jennifer L. Frank
Donald R. Freese
David M. Freytag
Tiffany J. Freytag 
Michael A. Galasso
David P. Ganote
Jodie A. Ganote
John B. Gardner
David A. Garnett
GE Aviation 
GE Foundation
James S. Ginocchio
Julia A. Glazer
Richard C. Goodwin
Henrietta L. Goolsby
Marvin F. Grant
John E. Greulich
Ronald G. Grimmer
Allen K. Gruner
Deborah A. Haas
Martin A. Haas
Patricia B. Hafele
Frankie S. Hager
Anthony H. Handmaker
Ronald C. Harris
Thomas E. Heard
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 CLASS OF 1975
Richard C. Goodwin, a U.S. 
Administrative 
Law Judge (A.L.J.) in the Office 
of Hearings, U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Washington, 

D.C., was elevated to Chair of the American Bar 
Association Judicial Division during the recent 
Annual Meeting in Toronto, Ont., Canada, in 
August 2011. 

 CLASS OF 1977
Judge Richard P. Ferenc was 
elected to the Clermont County 
Court of Common Pleas General 
Division in Batavia, Ohio for a 
term beginning January 2011.

Judge Thomas R. Herman was 
elected to the Clermont County 
Court of Common Pleas 
General Division in Batavia, 
Ohio, for a term beginning 

January 2011.

 CLASS OF 1980
Judge Anthony W. Frohlich 
was a visiting professor at Inter 
American University School of 
Law in Puerto Rico January 
10-14, where he taught a course 

on judicial decision-making.
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Association’s annual banquet June 16 in 
Lexington, Ky.

 CLASS OF 1986
Judge Dennis J. Adkins was 
appointed to the Montgomery 
County Court of Common 
Pleas General Division in 
Dayton, Ohio, in June 2011.

 CLASS OF 1987
Todd V. McMurtry partner at 
Dressman Benzinger LaVelle, 
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Jamie Lynn Meisenhelder has joined 
Minnillo & Jenkins, Co., LPA, in Cincinnati. 
Her practice concentrates on the area of Ohio 
workers’ compensation law. 

 CLASS OF 2000
Andrew D. Atherton, shareholder in Patla, 
Straus, Robinson & Moore, PA, in Asheville, 
N.C., was appointed vice chair of the elder law 
section for the North Carolina Bar 
Association. His practice areas include elder 
law, estate planning, and administration.

Michael A. Galasso, of 
Robbins, Kelly, Patterson & 
Tucker, LPA, has been certified 
as a member of The Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum. The 

forum is limited to attorneys who have won 
million- and multimillion-dollar verdicts, 
awards, and settlements. Fewer than 1 percent 





Gift Planning and 
Chase College of Law:
a Winning Tradition

Charitable gift planning offers benefits to both Chase 
College of Law and to those visionary philanthropists 
who participate. Chase benefits by having funds which 
directly support teaching and learning at the highest 
levels, permitting long-range planning to continue to 
grow the college.

Donors benefit from the satisfaction of having given 
back in an especially meaningful way, often by se-
lecting the focus of the gift and its lasting impact on 
Chase.  The beneficial interface between thoughtful 
gift planning and financial planning also provides tax 
benefits to the donor.

Please consider what lasting impact you would like to 
have on Chase College of Law through your own phi-
lanthropy – what legacy you would like to leave through 
your giving.  Your gift plan may be outright, it may 
include lifetime income to you or a loved one, or it may 
be testamentary.  Please contact us to learn more and 
to explore how you would like to help prepare practice-
ready lawyers at Chase.
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