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The number of Chase graduates who can
cite relatives who have attended Chase

before or since they themselves did, and in some
cases both before and after, is a real testament
to the reputation that the law school has earned
and sustained over its 110 years.   The fact the
so many families have multiple members who
are alumni of Chase is all the more remarkable
precisely because a public institution such as
Chase cannot grant special consideration to
legacies as part of its admission criteria. And
still they keep coming… promoting Chase to
their offspring, siblings,  nieces and nephews,
friends, neighbors, and so on.

Common threads run through many of their
individual experiences.  One of the most oft-
cited is the practical aspect of the legal education
Chase provides.

David L. Hargrove ’87 says he
believes his education at Chase “is the
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“The educational foundation provided at

Chase was tremendous,” he adds.  “The faculty
was always available, both before and after
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professors, many of whom were highly
respected full-time practitioners.”

Her nephew, SHANE SIDEBOTTOM,
graduated from Chase two years ago (2000).
He now works for Bartlett & Weigle Co., LPA.

“Needless to say it pleases me to no end that
the tradition my father began is now being
carried forward to the third generation.  Chase
is very important to my family,” she says.

“Chase offers high quality education, caring
faculty, opportunity for public engagement and
nationally recognized Moot Court and Trial
Advocacy programs.  Additionally, the friends
you make at Chase become your friends and
colleagues for life.  It is also one of the few law
schools in the country that offers day and
evening programs.”

ALAN J. HARTMAN ’78 says that even
after 25 years in practice, he  still recalls things
he learned at Chase or things a professor said
that help him in his practice at Deters,
Benzinger & LaVelle.

“Sometimes it is one of these recollections
that get me headed in the right direction to
solve a legal problem for a client,” he
acknowledges.

His positive experience and feelings about
Chase led his son, PATRICK HARTMAN, to
pursue his legal education at Chase.

“My dad’s experience reinforced my opinion
that Chase is a good school,” the younger
Hartman, who attends Chase on a full
scholarship, explains. “He enjoyed his
experience at Chase, and I have seen how his
education has made him successful in his legal
career.”

He credits Chase for having programs in
place that ease the transition into law school,
professors who are available to help students
individually, a library that offers a helpful staff
and extensive resources while also providing a
good study environment, and a career
development center that is very helpful when
searching for a job.

“I found it interesting that I had one of the
same professors (Professor Schneider) that my
dad had when he attended Chase.”

When Alyson Schlinger ’85 made the decision to attend Chase College of Law in 1982, she
hoped that earning a law degree would open doors for her. She couldn't have imagined just how
many doors.

Now vice president, secretary and general counsel for Esco Technologies, Inc. in St. Louis,
Missouri, she credits much of what she has accomplished to the time she spent at Chase.

“A lot of good people worked really hard to help me,” Alyson recalls. "The faculty really
cared. The goal was to produce lawyers who really got out in the world and contributed and
knew how to practice law.

“I'm kind of at a point in my career when I feel really lucky at my age to be a general counsel,”
she says. “I was fortunate to go to Chase. I guess I'm feeling very happy with my life choices and
where I am. Chase is a very good, practical law school,” Alyson says. “It's really down-to-earth.
I work real closely with so many lawyers from the best Ivy League schools, and I can honestly say
that Chase produces lawyers that are every bit as talented.”

Not only did Alyson find a good, practical legal education at Chase, but she also found Chris
Barclay ’86. Both had attended the University of Kentucky and both had majored in business, but
they had never met.

“Chris likes to joke that he met me in a bar,” Alyson says. Like a lot of Chase and Northern
Kentucky University students, she spent some time between study sessions at Skyline Tavern.
While there one day, Chris asked a mutual friend about Alyson...and they've now been married
for 17 years. “Chris and I met at Skyline and fell in love at Chase,” she says. “The school had so
much to do with where we are.”

Alyson and Chris became the ultimate “legal couple.” Their first date was at a Bar Association
Halloween party. Chris proposed at Barrister's Ball.

As for her time at Chase, Alyson remembers “a lot of studying – hours and hours of studying.”
She and Chris never studied together, however. “I'd grab an empty room, he'd grab an empty
room, and we'd meet up for coffee afterwards.

“Going to Chase was a tremendous amount of work,” Alyson says. “It wasn't easy for me, but
I was lucky to be in a really close-knit environment. I had a lot of friends.”

For Chris, things weren't quite as difficult. After all, he began dating Alyson his first semester
at Chase, and she was a second-year student. “He used to say he dated me for my outlines,”
Alyson says. "He was the outline king. After we started dating,” she adds, “I was really worried
he'd flunk out. He didn't study nearly as much as I did. I guess it just came easier for him.”
Undoubtedly the outlines helped. “Since we started dating soon after he got to Chase,” Alyson
says, “his parents give me credit for his whole legal career.”

For Alyson, Chase has become a family tradition. Having paved the way, Alyson saw her
younger sister, Polly, receive her law degree. And like Alyson, Polly met her future husband while
at Chase. “When Polly got engaged, it was really strange to my parents,” Alyson says. “A lot of
law students date other law students...but I guess it is kind of weird the way things worked out
for us.” Now her younger brother, Eric, is at Chase.

“Most people are surprised when they hear about all of us,” Alyson says. “They make some
comment on what our arguments or family discussions must be like.” Alyson and Chris have two
kids – Chase (11) and Polly (8). Polly wants to be a veterinarian/lawyer, and Chase wants to be an
attorney as well. “He talks about wanting to be a lawyer,” Alyson says. “Not that he has a choice.
Everyone around him is a lawyer.”

Family Tradition...
How the right decision led to a

Chase legacy
BY:  CHRIS COLE ’99 (NKU)
DIRECTOR OF
MEDIA RELATIONS, NKU
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serving the cause of freedom

We dedicate the following pages not to debate the merits or maladies of battle but to thank those
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Personal accounts from two alumni and a student

For those who know John Dunn, nothing
short of death could have kept him from
graduating from Chase College of Law.

With the exception of war.
Dunn, a captain in the Army Reserves,

was a month into what was to be his final
semester of law school when duty called in
February. On May 18 he was to receive his
J.D. degree.

“I received a call on a Tuesday afternoon
and began preparing for deployment on
Wednesday morning,” recalls Dunn, past
president of the Chase Student Bar
Association and a member of the school’s
trial advocacy team.

Within an hour of the call, he had told
the news to his family, including his fiancée,
third-year Chase law student Elizabeth Selby,
his employers at Reminger & Reminger law
firm and Chase administrators.

By the end of the week, he had relocated
to Fort Campbell to help prepare his unit
for war with Iraq. By the second week in
March, Dunn’s Fort Thomas-based 478th
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Baghdad and Tikrit before settling in
Mosul on April 21. As his ground assault
convoy crossed into Iraq, Rogers says he
was anticipating the worst.

“Would there be a horde of Iraqi
soldiers waiting for us? Would the local
populace shout and throw stones as we
slowly drove through their towns?”
recalls Rogers, who says his Chase
courses in trial advocacy and negotiation
helped pave a successful career as a JAG
attorney.

Less than a minute into the country,
however, Rogers’ unit was met by two
smiling and waving Iraqi children, a girl
and boy between the ages of six and eight.
He eventually came across thousands of
Iraqis, many seeking food and water, who
greeted the Americans with gratitude and
gifts.

“I met people who shouted ‘I love ya!’
in English, those who kissed my Kevlar
helmet as I walked through town, a little
boy who found a flower on the ground
and chased me in order to present it to
me, and those who pushed their way
through crowds in order to touch my
uniform, ask my name and shake my
hand,” recalls Rogers, adding these
gestures of goodwill convinced him that
the war against Iraq was justified on
humanitarian lines alone.

For a dad missing his own children,
Rogers says the highlight of his tour was
handing out sweets and performing
simple magic tricks for Iraqi youth.

“I’m no Houdini by any stretch, but
they loved sleight of hand,” Rogers
recalls. “And I always kept a pocket full

of candy for them. I wanted them to
 was justified on
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‘yank’ and
english girl
find love
amid war
BY 
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Annette Burkeen
Professor Burkeen graduated magna

cum laude from Howard University
School of Law, where she was general
manager of the Howard Law Journal. She
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in
classical civilization from the University
of Southern California.

After law school, Professor Burkeen
worked at the law firm of Latham &
Watkins in Los Angeles, California, and
in the in-house legal department of The
Procter & Gamble Company in
Cincinnati, Ohio. She served as a law clerk
to the Honorable Consuelo B. Marshall,
chief judge of the U.S. District Court for
the Central District of California. She
taught contracts and sales as a visiting
professor at the University of Cincinnati
College of Law before joining the Chase
faculty.

Davida Isaacs
Professor Isaacs teaches civil

procedure and intellectual property,
including patents, copyrights and
trademarks. In 1995, she graduated from
New York University School of Law,
where she was associate editor of the NYU
Review of Law and Social Change. She
received her undergraduate degree magna
cum laude from Brandeis University in
1992.

Before coming to Chase, Professor
Isaacs was an intellectual property
litigator for seven years in major New
York and Washington, D.C., law firms.
During that time, she specialized in
electronic and pharmaceutical patent
cases as well as e-commerce trademark
and copyright disputes. Her scholarly
focus is the balance between the rights of
intellectual property owners and the

chase
welcomes

new
faculty

Members
Left to right

ANNETTE BURKEEN
DAVIDA ISAACS

CHRISTOPHER GULINELLO
LAWRENCE ROSENTHAL
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Joint venture provides help for
homeless youth, educates public

Homeless children in the northern
Kentucky area will be able to access
educational, housing and other needed
services more easily thanks to a grant from
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ERISA and the EXHAUSTION DILEMMA:
WHEN MUST PLAINTIFFS EXHAUST ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES PRIOR to filing suit?
To be published in 16 Regent University Law Review, Volume 2 (to be published spring 2004)

BY LISA M. WENZEL

The Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974 (ERISA), a statute
designed to safeguard the pension and
welfare benefits of working Americans,
establishes federal standards to govern
employee benefit plans administration.1

Federal courts are divided on the issue of
whether an employee must exhaust
administrative remedies under an ERISA
plan before turning to the courts for relief.

The Tenth and Ninth Circuits hold that
exhaustion is not required.2  These circuits
reason that there is no internal appeal
procedure either mandated or
recommended by ERISA.  Furthermore,

these circuits reason that the interpretation
of ERISA is a task for the judiciary.  In
contrast, the Third, Seventh, and Eleventh
Circuits require that an employee exhaust
his or her administrative remedies prior to
bringing a claim in court.3  These circuits
argue that the language of ERISA, which
includes a claims procedure section,
indicates the legislature’s intent that
employees exhaust their administrative
remedies prior to bringing a suit.

ERISA was designed to improve the
quality of employee benefit programs and
provide a remedy for claimants.  The Tenth
and Ninth Circuit’s approach frustrates this

purpose by allowing suits prior to the
employee exhausting his or her
administrative remedies.  Consistent with
the goals of ERISA, the Seventh, Eleventh
and Third Circuits use the review and
appeal process to ensure an employee
pursues his or her administrative options
prior to filing suit in an already
overburdened judiciary system.  This
theory is supported by the language of
ERISA, its legislative history, and practical
considerations.  For these reasons, this
article argues that ERISA requires
employees to exhaust administrative
remedies before filing suit in court.

(Footnotes)
1 Pub. L. No. 93-406, 88 Stat. 829 (codified at 29 U.S.C. §§ 1001-1461).
2 See, e.g., Richards v. General Motors Corp., 991 F.2d 1227, 1235 (6th Cir. 1993).
3 See, e.g., Lindeman v. Mobile Oil Corp., 79 F.3d 647, 650 (7th Cir. 1996).

pro se litigants and summary judgment

HAILEY L. SCOVILLE &
RICK BALES



Interest accrual of attorney awards
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To be published in 23 The Review of Litigation (Spring 2004)

BY NICK J. KEMPHAUS
& RICK BALES
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Attorney fee disputes usually include
two judgments.  The first, called the “mer-
its judgment,” occurs when the court en-
ters judgment for the prevailing party and
grants this party the right to recover attor-
ney fees.  After the merits judgment, the



BY DEBORAH J. ZIMMERMAN

civil contemnors, due process and the
right to a jury trial
To be published in Brandeis Law Review
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n June 27, the Chase Alumni
Association hosted the Chase Alumni Golf
Outing at Fox Run Golf Course in Kenton
County, Kentucky.  Honorary Chair Ernest
Karam ’47 spent the day with former
president of the Alumni Association Board
of Governors, John McNally ’74, and
Dean Gerry St. Amand, along with 17
foursomes comprised of Chase graduates
and friends. The fun-filled afternoon
would not have been possible without the
coordination of BOG member Massimino
Ionna ’00 and other alumni volunteers. A
special thank-you goes out to our sponsors
(listed).  Watch for information on next
year’s outing on the alumni website at:

alumni

golf
outing
June 27, 2003

Ace Reporting
Adams, Stepner, Wolterman & Dusing PLLC
Anderson Publishing, A Member of the LexisNexis Group
Copyplex
Cottingham True Value Hardware
Digestive Health Network – Dr. Stephen Ionna
Kelly Farrish, Attorney at Law
Judge Sylvia Sieve Hendon & Sieve Pontiac
Huntington Bank Private Financial Group
Massimino M2n  webg9 760(. orristin4e)]TJ
T*
-0.ithou1x
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u.s. attorney

blazes own legal
path, encourages
new grads

When Assistant United States Attorney
Wende Morris Cross ’92 peered out over
the podium at the faces of the 103 Chase
graduates seated before her in Regents Hall
last spring as she prepared to deliver her
commencement address, she did not feel
very far removed from where they sat.

“You know, it was not that long ago that
I sat where you now sit, wondering to
myself...What’s next? Will I pass the bar
exam? Will I be a good lawyer? Will I
become successful?” she said to the Chase
Class of 2003 as she began her address.

However, in the 11 years since her
graduation from Chase College of Law, she
has carved a career in the legal field that
would generate envy from more seasoned
attorneys. And not having any lawyers in
her family to turn to for guidance along the
way, it was a trail she blazed on her own.
She readily gives credit to the caring Chase
faculty and staff that she encountered for
making her the successful attorney she is
today.

“I knew since I was in the first grade,
ever since I can remember, that I wanted to
be a lawyer,” Morris Cross says. “I never
deviated from that, and I can’t imagine
myself doing anything else.”

Since 1995, she has worked in public
service, having accepted an appointment to
serve as an assistant United States attorney
for the eastern district of Kentucky at
Covington. She served in this capacity for
more than seven years, prosecuting a wide
variety of cases involving white-collar
crimes, complex fraud schemes, drug
offenses, weapons offenses and immigration
violations. She currently serves as an
assistant United States attorney for the
southern district of Ohio at Cincinnati. A
desire to help people motivated Morris
Cross to choose the law as her profession,

and she says she derives much satisfaction
in knowing that she is helping the
community through her work.

“I feel the streets are a little bit safer
because of what I do,” she explains. “While
it is tough to see young people go to jail a
long time, sometimes it saves their lives
because they do get rehabilitated.
Unfortunately, we do see repeat offenders,
but I have, over my career, received letters
from people I have prosecuted who
appreciate the fact that I treated them as a
person. I try to bring honor and dignity to
this position and not get caught up in the
power.”

Morris Cross, a member of Chase’s
Board of Visitors, an advisory group that
works with Dean St. Amand, said she chose
Chase for her legal education because of
the “warm environment” it offered. “The
dean (Steve Stephens), assistant dean
(Lowell Schechter), faculty and staff were
personally interested in my success in law
school,” she adds. “I felt comfortable and
at home even though I was an out-of-state
student.”

She attended the day program at Chase
and acknowledges that she found law
school “very challenging,” especially not
having had the added benefit of growing
up around attorneys.

Besides the excellent preparation that
Chase provided for the practice of law,
Morris Cross lauded the attention it gave
to establishing a network between Chase’s
students and its alumni. She finds the
contacts invaluable and says it seems every
other lawyer she encounters is a Chase grad,
thanks to the school’s excellent reputation.

“Chase gets you connected with the legal
community before you even get out of law
school,” Morris Cross notes. “I always
encourage people to go to school there. I

honestly enjoyed every minute of it.”
Morris Cross, who lives in Cincinnati with
her husband, Marcus, says it was a “huge
honor” to be asked to speak at Chase’s 2003
commencement exercises last May.
Following are excerpts from her address.

“As you know, Chase is my alma
mater….It means Soul Mother, the mother
of one’s soul or nourishing mother. It
seemed to me to express the affection I have
never stopped feeling for this great law
school even through the passage now of 11
years since I sat where you fine young men
and women now sit.

“For I know from experience that this
great law school – like any great institution
of higher learning – nurtures not only your
mind, but your very soul.

“I wish you success in making a kinder
and brighter world, a place of more and
more spectacular intellectual
accomplishments, and of healthier, happier,
freer and more loving individuals.

“What I am wishing for you is that you
do for the world – for those with whom
you come in contact in the practice of law
– what your alma mater has done for you.

“Be true to yourselves and give of that
truth to others. Impart knowledge, wisdom
and your best judgment. But, most of all,
remember that the people whose lives you
touch are more than cases, clients and
defendants. They are whole beings, and it
is your responsibility to address and to
respect their wholeness.

“I wish you much success as lawyers.
Success in coming into the knowledge that
in service to others lies your real treasure,
a treasure beyond all imagining, a treasure
multiplied by the number of lives you touch.

“I love this school, and because I do, I
look forward to a world that will be, in ways
great and small, transformed by each of you.”

“All the best to you, Class of 2003. I know you’ll continue to make us proud.”
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is one of several Chase alumni to hold the
top post in area bar associations as
president of the Cincinnati Bar Association
(CBA) for 2003-04. He is the 11th

president in the CBA’s history.
A partner in the law firm of Crabbe,

Brown & James LLP, Gehring enjoys an
extensive state and federal civil trial and
appellate practice.

He earned his undergraduate degree
in 1976 from Miami University, attending
on an Evans scholarship, a caddy
scholarship awarded to high school
students with academic ability and
economic need.

After college, the Blue Ash native,
who is the oldest of nine children, went

Chase rules

dominate bar
leadership positions

Alums

Two Chase alums assume KBA
leadership posts

Congratulations to R. Kent Westberry, a 1980 Chase graduate who was recently sworn in as president-elect of the Kentucky
Bar Association at the KBA annual convention. He is a partner with Landrum & Shouse, LLP in Louisville, Kentucky.
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1967
John W. Eilers ’67, partner
with Wood & Lamping LLP,
has been certified by the Ohio
State Bar Association as a
specialist in the area of estate
planning, trust and probate
law.

1968
Andrew Singer ’68 of the
Middletown law firm Pratt, &
Singer Co. L. P. A., was
recently appointed to the Ohio
Supreme Court Commission
on Certification of Attorneys
as Specialists.

1976
John Concannon ’76 joined the
Cincinnati law firm of
McCaslin, Imbus & McCaslin.
He retired from Cincinnati
Public Schools, where he
served as general counsel for
17 years.  He is also an
adjunct professor at Xavier
University, teaching school law
and other courses in the
Education Department.

1982
Michael Monce ’82 has moved
his office to 3161 Dixie
Highway, Erlanger, KY 41018,
phone (859) 344-8090.

1983
R. Jeffrey Schlosser ’83 has
been named a partner with the
firm Frost Brown Todd LLC.
He concentrates in commercial
lending, tax exempt and
taxable bond financing,

complex commercial loans,
letter of credit, and
commercial transactions.

1984
Brian Ashley ’84 is currently
vice president of investments
and branch manager of  the
Smith Barney office in
Huntington, WV.

1986
Deanna Dennison ’86
welcomed her new son, Nathan
Charles Dennison, on May 6,
2003.  He weighed three
pounds, nine ounces.
Congratulations to her family!

1988
Howard Keith Hall ’88 was
re-elected Pike County
Attorney for 2003-2006.

1993
Molly Michelle Knight ’93
was promoted to assistant vice
president with Fifth Third
Bank.  She serves as legal
counsel extending throughout
the bank’s eight-state region
of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana,
Michigan, Illinois, West
Virginia, Florida and
Tennessee.

Mary Lee Muehlenkamp ’93
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Letter from President
of the Board of governors
As the Chase Board of Governors began another year, we looked forward to a number of important activities.  Our year began with our
annual welcoming reception for new students at the Herrmann Center on August 18.  In addition to making the new students feel like
a part of the Chase community, new officers and members of the Board of Governors were sworn in by Judge Lambert Hehl.  The next
major event was the annual Phon-a-thon chaired by Bill Knapp and his team of Chase alumni volunteers.    In addition to our annual
request for funds to help support our numerous activities, this year we also focussed on updating our alumni information so that we can
get in touch and stay in touch with our most valuable resource - our alumni.  In the spring, we look forward to Legal Career Options Day
and the Graduating Senior Reception at the Montgomery Inn Boathouse.  Summer will welcome the second year  of what we hope will
be a long tradition with our annual golf tournament.  The fiscal year will conclude with our third annual CLE -a free program to all





Betty Kilgarriff ’66 passed away
September 1, 2003 in her home in
Hyde Park.  She attended Chase as an
evening student after receiving her
bachelor’s degree in 1962.  She and
her husband were supporters of the
St. Mary Catholic Church and the
Little Sisters of the Poor.

John C. “Jack” LaVelle ’70 of Villa
Hills passed away at the age of 57 of
esophageal cancer on June 8, 2003.
He was a founding partner of the
Deters, Benzinger & LaVelle law firm
in Crestiview Hills, where he practiced
corporate and tax law, estate planning
and probate law.   He was a member
of the National Diocesan Attorneys
Association and represented a number




