
 pg. 1 Spring 2022  

 

 
COU 670-001 ʹ Diagnosis of Emotional/Mental Disorders 

Spring 2022 
Wednesdays, 6:15 - 9:00 p.m. 

 

Instructor: Dr. Dana Ripley 
Office Address: MEP 203E  
NKU E-mail: ripleyd1@nku.edu 
Office Phone: 572-1994 
Office Hours: T/W 3-6 and by appointment 
 

Course Description: 
This course involves the study of both abnormal and normal behavior, with 
special emphasis upon the assessment and diagnosis of the mental disorders included in the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition (DSM-5). Instruction will be 
devoted to the study of how the mental disorders compare to and contrast with normal 
behavior, the criteria for mental disorders, and standard diagnostic and some assessment 
procedures. Mental disorders and normal developmental behavior of children, adolescents, and 
adults will be included in the course. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (based on CACREP standards): 
The general objective of this course is to provide students with the diagnostic skills necessary to 
differentiate abnormal from normal behavior in children, adolescents, and adults. More 
specifically, upon the completion of this course students will have: 
 

1. Knowledge of the characteristics of both normal and abnormal behavior for children, 
adolescents, and adults. 

2. 

-5 and appropriate assessment procedures. 
5. Knowledge of and skills in the diagnosis of mental disorders, including appropriate use 

of educational and psychological testing, mental status examinations, structured intake 
interview procedures, clinical interviewing, and other forms of clinical assessment. 

6. Knowledge of the ethical, legal, and cultural implications of the use of the DSM-5 
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http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_citation.html
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due date. It is my hope that if you have concerns regarding the course, you will reach out to me to discuss 

the issue so we may address it. Should you have any concerns about my responsiveness, you are always 
welcome to contact the chair of the department/director of the school. 

Accommodations Due to Disability  
The University is committed to making reasonable efforts to assist individuals with disabilities in 
their efforts to avail themselves of services and programs offered by the University. To this end, 
Northern Kentucky University will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with 
documented qualifying disabilities. If you have a disability and feel you need accommodations 

https://inside.nku.edu/osa.html
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Class Meetings = 45 
Final = 5 
Total Hours = 135 
 

Knowledge and Skill Outcomes:  

CACREP 2016 Standards 

Standards evaluated in connection with CACREP Key Objective Assessments are in bold.
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COU 622 

COU 642 

Recognize use of assessments for 

diagnostic and intervention planning 

purposes 

2.F.7.e. 

 

Opinion Paper, Character 

Worksheets 

COU 660 

COU 630 

COU 671 

Demonstrate the use of environmental 

assessments and systematic behavioral 

observations 

2.F.7.j Character Worksheets COU 660 

COU 620 

COU 640 

COU 670 

COU 674 

COU 642 

COU 673 

Use of symptom checklists, and 

personality and psychological testing 

2.F.7.k. 

 

Disorder Presentation, 

Exams 

COU 630 

COU 660  

Use of assessment results to diagnose 

developmental, behavioral, and mental 

disorders 

2.F.7.l. 

 

Character Worksheets COU 690 
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