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Northern Kentucky University 
College of Health and Human Services 

COU 601-001: Legal and Ethical Issues in Counseling (3 Credit Hours) 
Wednesdays 4:30-6:00 

Fall 2021 
MEP 292 

 
Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) 
Preparation of Kentucky’s students for the demands of the 21st century requires districts and schools to prepare 
every student for successful transition to be College and Career Ready. The Kentucky Core Academic Standards 
help ensure that all students throughout Kentucky are provided with common content and have opportunities to 
learn at high levels. As education candidates complete and implement projects and assignments throughout their 
education programs at NKU, they will incorporate the components of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards. 

 

Instructor: Dr. Hallie Sylvestro, Ph.D., M.Ed., LPCA 
Office Location: MEP 203H 
Email: sylvestroh1@nku.edu 
Office Phone: 859-572-6039 
Office Hours: By Appointment. 

 

Course Description and Content Area: 
This course provides an introduction to the counseling profession, offering an overview of the history, 
current trends, and standards of the field, and examining the role and responsibilities of professional 
counselors. Special emphasis will be placed on the skills and competencies critical to dealing effectively 
with the complex ethical, legal, and social issues of counseling in a multicultural society and on decision- 
making models used in respon

n online hybrid course, the modes of instruction will involve both 
synchronous online and 

activities. Active 
participation is essential. Students who participate actively demonstrate openness to growth and 
willingness to share thoughts and feelings, both in experiential activities and in reflections. This 
course and all its activities are a collaborative effort and its results depend heavily on student 
commitment, openness, and interest. Students who miss more than one class period will lose 5 
percentage points of their final grade. More than two absences will prevent completion of 
course requirements. Students should contact the instructor if they will be absent from a class. 

 
 

Required 
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2. Quizzes: There will be thirteen open book, timed quizzes throughout the semester, and each quiz 
will correspond with an online module. Each quiz will be worth twenty points. See course schedule 
for dates and content. All quizzes are due by the start of class.  

 
3. Informed Consent Project 
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Technology Etiquette 
Students are welcome to use laptop computers for taking lecture notes. All students using laptops 
for such purposes are asked to refrain from non-related Internet exploration (e.g., Facebooking, 
shopping, checking the score of the Reds game, managing email, instant messaging, etc.). 
Students caught engaging in non-academic internet exploration will be asked to continue the 
semester using manual note taking methods. The instructor reserves the right to change 
technology rules in the classroom at any time. The use of cell phones in class is not permitted at 
any time. As a courtesy to your classmates, please silence or turn off all electronic 
communication devices during class. 

 
Credit Hour Policy Statement: In accordance with federal policy, NKU defines a credit hour as 
the amount of work represented in the achievement of student learning outcomes (verified by 
evidence of student achievement) that reasonably approximates one hour (50 minutes) of 
classroom instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work. For every 
course credit hour, a typical student should expect to spend at least three hours per week of 
concentrated attention on course-related work including, but not limited to, class meeting time, 
reading, reviewing, organizing notes, studying and completing assignments. At least an 
equivalent amount of time is expected for other academic activities such as online courses, 
laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work and other academic work leading to the award 
of credit hours. 

 
Estimates of the time required for a typical student to complete course expectations are as 
follows: 

 
 

Class Attendance (1.5 hrs/wk x 15 wks) 



'" 

 

Student evaluations of courses and instructors are regarded as strictly confidential. They are not 
available to the instructor until after final grades are submitted, and extensive precautions are 
taken to prevent your comments from being identified as coming from you. Students who 
complete an evaluation for a particular course (or opt out of doing so in the evaluation) will be 
rewarded for their participation by having access to their course grade as soon as that grade is 
submitted by the instructor. On the other hand, any student who does not complete the course 
evaluation (or opt out of doing so in the evaluation) should expect to incur a two-week delay in 
access to his or her course grade beyond the university's official date for grade availability. To 
complete online evaluations go to http://eval.nku.edu. Click on "student login" and use the same 
USERNAME and PASSWORD as used on campus. 

 
In addition, you should be aware of: 

• Evaluations can affect changes in courses. Evaluations without comments are less 
valuable and less credible than those filled out thoughtfully. Comments that are expressed 
well are more effective than those that are not. 

• Positive feedback is just as important as criticism. Moreover, negative evaluations 
without any explanation and specifics are not especially useful. 

• Once grades are submitted, all evaluations are read not only by the instructor, but also by 
the instructor’s department chairperson. 

• Evaluations not only provide feedback to your instructor, but also provide information to 
the department chair for use in performance evaluations. This information affects 
reappointments, promotions, salaries, and teaching assignments. 

 
Accommodations Due to Disability: Northern Kentucky University is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. The syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Students with disabilities: If you are seeking classroom accommodations 
under t










